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After the  Franco-Prussian  war England almost wholly
supplanted France in Egypt and snatched, as it were, the
Suez Canal from her hands.    Then Great Britain became
France's rival in those regions of Northern Africa which
were either within the French sphere of influence or gravi-
tated toward French colonial possessions.    Several years
before the war a certain Colonel Marchand hoisted the
French flag in a territory in Northern Africa, which he had
explored    Great Britain in a rather unceremonious form
forced France to give up the claim to that territory.   The
incident produced a great stir in France, and the Govern-
ment appealed to Russia for support.   We advised France
not to bring the matter to a break, and she yielded.   There-
upon Foreign Minister Delcasse came to St. Petersburg to
devise a means whereby England might be held in check.
He urged us to hasten the construction of the Orenburg-
Tashkent Railway, which would enable us to threaten India
in case of emergency.   To this we agreed, and France in
return obligated itself to assist us in floating a loan.   With
the progress of the Russo-Japanese War Delcasse perceived
that France could not rely on Russia and that, under the
circumstances, it was no longer safe to have strained rela-
tions with both Germany and England.   As a result, Del-
casse inaugurated a  rapprochement with  Great Britain.
With Russia's knowledge he concluded a treaty -with Great
Britain, which regulated the relations of the two countries
in those regions where their interests clashed.   Ever since
then France has been cultivating England's friendship.